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Queensland |
v Government .

Office of the
Minister for Primary Industiles
.Reference; 08810708 : aird Fisheres

’ Har
26 AU 2008 oo ' | |
Ms Michele Rice , ' '
Manager '
{Z
Lot '

Ministarlal Correspondence Unit
thepremter@premlerg.qld'.gov.au
\_\‘_\

Dear Ms Rice . ) v

I refer to the request of 6 August 2009 for ad\?{‘y\n Items of orrespondence you have
racelved concerning tha formation of the Kangar

"?ﬁguatr velopment Committee
(KIDC} and the rols of the commitiee In supporil wj tment of the commercial \
|

kangaroo harvesting industry. \
It Is suggested that the following co Id‘fw:? }

“The kangaroo Is a widely recog;{s\d Aubtealiar icon thal is also the foundation of an
Important commerclal industry that e l@orts reglonal communiiies aoross Austraila. The
Kangaroo Industry Assoclatk{ of A stralla/r%orts that the commercial kangaroo industry

. provides over 4000 jm?rdc%ﬁrlblﬁegé Kroximately $270 milifon annually to reglonal
' A

1
I

f a reply.

sconomles.

d—~—7 ‘ - .

Kangaroo numbers i Qg a-have-increased substantially over recent decades dusto g

_dacrease In natural predatgrsa\m Increased availabliity of pastures and water. Based on
sclentific advic/e gommercial harvesting of the deminant kangareo spacles has basn

determined to‘he an-.gcologlical sustalnable means of managing Australia’s kangarco
population % ~

Thrae L‘i‘op%:i\epacies are commarclally harvested in Queensland for sustalnable
managshent a d@t sarvation purposes. This includas the eastern grey kangaroo, red
k}axgérgo jand wallaroo, The commercial harvesting of kangaroos In Quesnsland Is strictly
i itcaed/andr nirolled by the Department of Environment and Resotrae Management
Q:!eﬁ e Nature Conservallon {(Macropod) Conservation Plan 2005,

&% il
The Wildlife Trade Management Pién for Export Goh‘lmerclaily Harvasted Masropods
{2008-2012) Is administered under the Nalure Consarvation Act 1992. This leglsiation

- prescribes how the commerclal harvesting of kangaroos will be achieved In a sustainable

- Level 8
G +

and consetvative mannsr. . . PAmay Indusldes Bulding
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The Industry operates under an annual quota system limiting the number of animals that
oaih be sustainably harvasted, Aerlal survays are conducted annually to determine the
kangaroo population with the harvest quota typleally being set at betweah 10 to 20 psreent
of the population. A harvest perlod Is Isstied by DERM and outiines the start and finlsh date
of a harvest season, This perlod Is continuously monitorad and reviewed and can be
adjusted to accommodate varylng factors such as drought. /)

in Queenéiand a licencs ot psrmit Is required for the commercial or legr:/?ri!@at 9 rvesting
of kangaroos, To obtaln a licencs the applicant Is required to complate ’FE}m Ing
course and firearms competency fralning. Harvesting can onlyake]p Boe O prg ertles

where prior approval has been obtalhed and the Information is g?orded onthe licence,

The commercial kangaroo industry operates under a nauong@ge@a}]ttce for the
humane shooting of kangaroos and wallabies. This cede outiines @Eﬂmlmaf standards of
humane conduct that is mandatory under the Enviro@f’rofscﬂ%w and Biodlversity Act
1999, The code s reviewad every b years and was revjewesd and.endorased by the Natural
Resource Management Ministerlal Councll on 7,November 2008,

iy

It is als6 a reguirement under the Anlmé! Cars ’Iéfoféot é)c}Act 2001 (ACPA) that
© commercial harvesting be conducted In & hu %ne

wér without cruelly.

&
The KIDC brings togathgr Indusiry ie(;{:sentatives. gpoarchers, government, educators
and regulatory hodias fa'support the in ugry ada;fi}o changed circumstances following the

suspension of access to the Rus?n a@? August 2009, .
The Depariment of Emp!oyn[n/t, G/Emt/c?a alopthsnt and Innovation, In conjunction

E
with other agencles, is coordinat r(g fporise to ensure the Impact of these changes to

0
gﬁ? ;
industry and reglonal co mur\Itl s s minmised. The committee wilt Investipate whole of
Industry issues and zr \@ﬁﬂlon stefm sustalnable solutions.” -
| frust that this Inforfmatiof will enable you to frame & sultable raply.

Yours sincergly %

@}

‘idlo
: A‘dvﬁe'or

&
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Nadia Cecil

From: L L L )
Seni: ~ Salurday, 2ZMay 2010 TT:30PM ~ o
To: The Premiler ,

Subject: _ Kangaroo Meat Campaign

Dear Premier Bligh,

I was recently made aware of your government's plan to fund a campaign to promote kangaroo
meat to Australians. I'm appalled that the Queensland government would support an industry
that kills joeys by decapitation, or smashing their heads against t):? bars, If more
Queenslanders knew that your government supports this cruel indu n sure they would
be equally appalled. Why also does your government see fit to pérrot ; ustralians a

(8 S?.‘

product Russia banned due to ongoing contamination? And finally, the merits of

using taxpayer funds to prop up an unsustainable industry, w threatdns’ to wipe out our
national icon. ‘ : :
Rather than encouraging Australians to eat kangaroos, I ur w@ t this funding into

training the workers from the kangaroo industry for more humane/and/sustainable jobs, such
as environmental care, or tourlsm, S
Sincerely, o _

A
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" PREMIER'S BRIEFING NOTE Tracking No. TRA10163 j

N = f1tg 3
To! THE PREMIER ‘ < 4 6 Anproved ] Not Approved | Notoed
Date: 4 June 2010 '

Subject: Kangareo Meat export to Russia — an updaté

Premier .o
Date /.4

Date Aclion Required by: ..of.oufon

Ragquested bBY! v ivvvveciieneniens
{5 eppropiizle}

+ RECOMMENDATION
it {s recommended that the Pramier:

* Note the aclivillas belng undertaken to re-open the Russlan
meat.

» KEY ISSUES

wr‘f r Kangaroo

» The Queensland kangaroo indu'stry axported an estim: é@’%mm odoliars worth of
meat during 2008 with 61 percant veiue derivad from %@aﬁn

perlod,
The kangaroo industry provides an important s 6\03 of“regfun? employment and
contributes significantly to rural communities and e@?m[e&g ross Queensland.

The Queensland Govemment, committed t’\snsu gga Gustainable and profitable future
v

" of the industry, convened the Kangaroo Ihddisty ment Commiites (KIDC)on
: 28 July 2008. (7
3

As a rasult of the KIDC a seres of Inliiat! ) h ve'bean delivered {o assist the industry to
adjust to tha changed market conditlons.

» Foliowing the Russian market m jon e/ﬁuaens!and Bavernment mads the Rapld
Response Team avai!aﬂ/o provide. is grice lo retranched industry workers,
\I

tndustry consulifation fi six reglonal centres across Queenstand during
Qgtober 2009, prov ding tyfor government to engage harvestors and fleld
dopot operalors on n‘z’é"a‘s re »to }J fermented to adslst in regaining rmarkel accass
and enhence in pra 1109 }hase forums were well recelvad. :
During & trade K 43{'/? mn 2009 lhe Premier affirmed Queansiand’s ability to
pravide a good quailty. safe kangaroo meat product, and discussed the Industry's
commitm %Endingjbng erm-solutlops to he Identifled problems,

DEED por ne\rjg w!th Industry has undertaken a markel Investigation into the
(1T "/ties fo k@}o,aroa product exports, {hls included a study of the Chinese markel.

TtVK'IB [dantiflad the Industry skiling and training needs requirad lo mest customer
xpgctations.nty the future. These have since been adopted In a National Tralning
!niz\uve funded by the Commeonwealth, This Initiative is currently being rolled ouf lo
<i§q garoo_rywesiing areas throughout Ausinalia;

DEED] econamists developed & cost benefit analysis {o hvestigate proposed and
curreit product traceabllity systems. This paper was presented at the Australlan
Agricuitiral and Resource Economlc Soclely Conference in February 2010, The
economists also investigated the cost of production for haveslers end field dopot
operalors 1o assaeas the affordabmty of & polentlal new traceabiiity system for the

‘0

»

industry.
[Actton Glficer: Peter Smith Direclor: Devinka | Geneal Managen Rob 1 Assoclate D8 WMark™ | -
Hrew: FATQ Waonlgosekera Whiddon Bermingham
Telaplony: 3239 32?5_ . o
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1 4

. PREMIER'S BRIEFING NOTE | Tracking No. TRA10163 |

* In Aprll 2010 agencles of the Australlan Government prepared a submlsslon for the
Russlan Governmant which showed the changes being underiaken to the kangaroo
harvesting system and records of monitoring of products. through the system. Thers has -
not yel been & response from the Russian authorities, '

¢ The Qudensland Govermment has contrlbuted $61,000 In funding to conduct a Radlo
Frequency |dentification Devive tial to assess the praciicality and effiolensy of this new
potentid] fraceablfily system for the wild gama secior. :

+ Effective communication with whole of industry has been identifl ({\é an issua, DEED]
Is In the pracess of addressing this concern with the redevelop er(!a of kengaroo
information on the DEEDI webslte and the release of an indust ‘hetslator tilod

" *KangaNews', : </

+ The Queensland Governmant continues to work with tt}a lﬁangaﬁ}?thdus@ address
all Identitled Issues. Importing countries are continually @yd on thla progress being
made within the kangaroo industry and | am confident that a mar'ﬂ;f/or kangaroo
product will open In the near future. — -

— T
» CONSULTATION - N\N\
~ .

+  Ms Kimberley Percival, Policy Officar, Anifal Industrles, DEEDI
« BACKGROUND /> ‘

« The Russian Authoritles suspanded thé Impofiatioh of kangaroo ps:'oducts f'fom '
Australlan processing facliilies on 1 August 2009 dite to issues with product verification.

This resulted in a significant loss of $8 mililo OI\ evanue from exported kangaroo meat

during 2009 \ 7 _
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